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1, During the Japanese occupatỉon of Indochina, Viet Miíih propaganda I*as extraorđinariiy 
skillful and convỉncingc Duriỉỉg the period o.f the Provisional Government (òeptem- 
ber lVAS^Larch 1946 ) the Minister of Propag&nda was Tran Hụ/ LieUo lìhile the 

Viet !íinh propaganda at this time was not as skillf ul as it had been during the 
Japanese oeeupation, it was still exceUent* After March 1940 the Ministry oX 
Propaganda was abolished and its functions đỉvideđ* Luu Yan Loi was Ilrector o£ 
Censorship and Press Relatioos (under the Mỉnỉ st ry oỉ the Interior) and behind 
the scenes he was iníluential ỉn matters of propaganda for íoreign consumption, 
nominali/ underthe direction of Ta Quang 3uu, an QxTord građuate, 

25X1 A was at that tỉs.e ưnder-~eeretary of ótate for hationai 

Defense^7 Tran Hu/ hi eu was chief of the section Tor politicai iiidocrination 
25X1 A of the armed íorces* tnat Liêu at tũôt 

time "Politỉcal Coiamỉssar of the Àrmies n o7 The joint efi'orts of these persons and 
others helping them resulted in a t/pe of propaganaa whỉch appeaređ reasonaoie 5 
moderate and ỉnterestiíig^ and contalned humor and light toucaôs* 

2, Áĩter the outbreak of hostilities (November-December 1946 ), raost oi* the propagantía 
personnel remained the same, Ngu/en Tan Gi Trong becaiáe chief oí the section 
whỉch đealt with Toreign journalists Ahile the director of propaganđa still 
continued to displa/ skill and resourc©fulness, the problems Tacing him became 
more acute* During 1947, Viet kinh propaganda v»as dedicated princxpally to (&) 
proving to Toreign nations that the Viet ham Republic ifí deraocratic; (b) proving 
to the Vietnamese people that it is necessar/ to consolldate ana struggle together 
under ựiet Minh auspices against the Prench and against traitora; (c) at the same 
time, avoiding the alỉenation of revolutionaries and CoaiiũUíiistổo Compromise 

wás necesL-aril/ used increasingl/ as the h&rđahips of the people ỉncreãâed, as 
the capitalỉsts ỉn the Viet Minh became more intrenched, as the dariger of embarras ming 
the Prench Communist Part/ aore ỉmmediate^ and as the ulti^attỉ necessit/ 0 f 
negotiating with the Prench (poSóibl/ through Bao, Dai) grew more pressingo 
Meanwhìle ổ by terror ? ỉmprisonment, execution or assassination the ựiet Minh 
suppressed all enemies of the Viet Minh regime ©ould bv Those Vi ho 

showẹd toomuch independence of spirìt were treatetí in the same wa/ t ĩt Wãs 
pọssible ^sic; Ỹimpossible/ ĩor propaganda to recoìiCile all the inesrapable contra- 
dictỉons ỉnvolveđ in ựiet ỉvlinh pôlỉtical and socỉ&l polic/e Propaganda itseỉr 
lost its light touch and bec&me .ao re authoritarian, but, at the saíre tiùìQ, mo re 
vague and contradictor/ õ 
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Therẹ ỉiave been man/ weaknesses and contradictions in Viet Minh propagarida re« 

gai*ding Bao Dai, both in propaganda from the Viẹt Ham Government and In that of 
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the Viet Nam Nevvs Service in tíangkok* The cunent contradiction in the Viet Minh 
propaganda attitude toward Bao Dai becomes increasingly ©vident; pronouncemeats 
by Ho Chi Minh himselí are moderate, respectful cr even rà&oiiđiy toìsard Bao Dai, 
ttbỉle pronounc ement s made by Ho's subordinates vary greatly* On the one hand, their 
pronouncements shoví submissỉon and abject humility toward Bao Dai, and are moderate 
or neutralo other pronouncements are violent denunciatỉons of Bao Dai(e»gr> an 
25X1X ãrtĩcle titled "Bao Dai, the Uníiliai Son" in Tien Leẹ, published b^h^i|t Nam 

National Welfare Aasocỉation of routh in ưdon, Slara* In April 1943 ■■■■> ^OAIA 

( The recent letter from Bui Bang Doan and Pham Khac Hoe to Bao Dai was written by 
Ho Chi Minh himselí , ) 25X1A _ 

In e&rly I94B/ the Viet Min h iàaued ìastru ctions to its Can Bos to be very discreet 
on the subject of Bao Daỉ a It is signifỉcant t.ìat thìa has now become 

a deađ let-ter* It is an evidcnce of at least one crack. ỉn the điscipline wit)iin txhe 
Viet Mỉnh itseir c 

4, The followỉng trends are to be noted in the English- language propaganda issueá by 
the Viet Nam Neres in Dangkoks 

a- Propaganda to gi ve an apnearance of reconsĩieneement of norraality and reeon- 

struction ỉn Viet Mỉiih-controiXed areas 5 Exnmples are m«etings of scientìsts 9 
inventions of new industrial processes, English courses being given „ hooks of 
poetry being published, currèncy reíorms, Congress of ađministrators, Legal 
Administration and Press Service Congreas ỉn Bae Bọ (Tonkin), meetings of 
Buđicỉary Commỉssion, Agricultural Commission, Bconomic Directorates^ Iníor- 
raatỉon and Press Service, vague claỉms of "reconsiruction", ant i~ill.it eracy 
campaìgn, tour of inspection ty Vỉet Nam Mỉnisier of ..iustice in 2ntỉ Military 
Zone 5 and meeting 01 Directoré.te of Social Services Bureau to rnake plc\ns'íc>r 
194Ổo This propaganda undoubtedly exaggerates the importance 01 such !B£éiiĩ2gj, 
in orđer to gì ve an appearance or establỉshed and s/aoot hly -f unct i oning 
government, The "Commissions" mentioned are in xách simpiy Can Bo who are seo‘ti 
by the various Bãnistries to make enquiries in di££erent regions ; at present, 
the narae "Can Bo" is less often heard, and the Can .Bo cloak thermselves Vửith 
the less revolutionary appearance of governmental commissỉons^ 

bo Prequent mention of the name of General Nguyên Binh., Next to Ho Chi Minh, 

Binh 9 © name ap- ears more írequently than that of any other Viet Nam Ieaders fc 
includl ng t.iat 01 Vo Nguyên Giap, who wat- Tormerly auch publiciaedr. lt is 
possible that this has a political significaĩíCe; Ì3inh has succeed^d in getting 
the partial loyalty of many non-Viet Minh elements, and is a militaĩỵ rather 
than a political rigure, and in this sense is Xess coiitroversial ti ■.an the 
Communist Giapc On the other hand, ìt may be merely bt^cause the Vi.ot Nam News 
in Bangkok finds that reception from the "ựoix du ou.d de Viet Nam" is clearer 
than than ĩ rom tbe ?ĩ Voix du Viet Nam" in Tonkin, Ít ỉs natural that the Southern 
radỉo should mention Bỉnh (Tìore oíteno 

5 Vlet Minh propagandô in Siam, in additỉon to the f oreign-ianguage Service of the lílstL-- 
Naa consỉsts of the following: 

a.3 Annamese-language vei*sion of the Viet Nạa News This is approximately the- 
equivâlent of the Mnglish-languagê ^erslon^ but is more detailedo No iạpo5"« 
tant difierei.ce betueen the political teỉidency of the two versions is to bí: 
noted , 

b , Ânnamese-languago bl-monthly magazine > publishel by the ựiet Nan N ews . . 25X1 A 

c, rien Lén , organ o! the Youth Association^ publisheđ at ưdcn , 

d tt Doc Lap {indepexdence}^ organ of the ' Executỉve CoiHũittee of the Vỉet Nam 
MutuãĩTXss istanc^ •. hs & ocỉatỉon at Udon« The Itoc.^uap of Udon is- th© 

paper Cuu Ou ro in l^dochina than like tne organ of the Democratỉỡ Party In 
Indochina , alsô called Doc Lao 1 

e .. Varlous wall nỉwspapers (Bích Bao) > iwritt«n by hand in large lettera and 

posted OĨ1 wallỉ3 in publlc meeting . places ^ Thìs ìncludes Doi Song Moi (Neis LUTe). 
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organ oi' the tíangkok Viet Nam National í'«'eifare Association o£ Youtht, 


The Annames e-language bi-monthly magazine o£ the Viet Nam News and thẹ Doũ Lap siiow no 
importanĩ differenceain political tendency from the English-language Viet NagỊ 
Mews , The two Youth organa, Tien Len and Doi Song Moi naturally treat nith parti-ĩ- 
ular detaxl the que3tions o£ ixomediate concern to members of the ĩouth ASeociation., 

These Annamese— language organs of propaganda display little skỉll or imaginationỵ 
and theĩr politicaĩ tendencies are not ũsually very clear, There Ỉ3 little mention 
o£ world afi'airs, and đenigration of the United dtates is only occaạìonạl. The 
reaaon for the lack of imaginatỉon and of serious political discussion Ịs probablịr 
to bẽ íound ỉn (a) the limlted capabilit.ies and static educationai condition of 
the edỉtors; (b) the gaỉìtôrally repressive atmosphere, with its discouragement of 
free tlĩinking, in Mhich the Viet Minh Eátobers in Sỉarn live 0 
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